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IN THE CLAIMS; 



1. (Ciuimtly AmendetO A time managfng apparatus that managgfi timea clocked by 
a piorality of timer modules in target qnMuratnsea comiected to each ottier on a netwoik» the time 
twfltiflgiiig Bppmtus comprising: 
5 a presetting infcmnation rec^ving mcana £br receivings from outside prescttizig 

mfbnnatipn which contains as apair, (i) event start time informadon that indicates an event start 
time at which one or move events shoidd be started by one or more target apparatuses on the 
network, and (ii) a module identifier fliat identifies, as an output source of a standard tnne» one of 
the plurality of timer modules in die target i^aratuses, and further contains^ &r each events one 
10 or more apparatus identifiers of one or more target apparatuses among die taiget qsparatuses on 
the netwodc, diat diould executethe event; 

a holding tncaos &t holdiiig the ptcsctting infoima^ 
information receiving means; 

a time requesting means for requesting a timer modate>» wfaidi is identified by the 
1 S module ideDtifi« held by the holding means, to transmit a standard time; 

a time receiving means for receivii^ Uie standard time» &om the timer module 
requested by die time requesting means, to iiansmit the standard time; 

a judging means tor judging whetiier the event start time is reached, by comparmg 
the standard time received by the tixne Tcceiving means witti the event start time indicated by the 
20 event start time information hdd by the holding means; and 

an xnstnicting means fbr« wfam the judging means judges that -the event start time 
' is reached, identifying the one or more target apparatuses by one or more apparatus identifiers 
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held by the holding means and mBtnioting ti^HTlffti ng triggers to eadi of the one or more taiget 
apparatuses to.stut executing tha one.or moie events simultaiaeously 

2*3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Previously Pttssented) The time managing apparatus of claim 1 , wherein 

5 file presettiiig mfbmiatxon» received by the infeimation zcceiving means and held 

by the holding means, fiirther contains, fitr each event, event type tnfbmiatioQ indicating an 
event type^ and 

when Ae ji24gmg means judges that the ovent start time is reached^ the instmctrng 
means transmits pieces of event type xofbmiatton which, held by dte bolditig means, convsponds 
10 to the one or more events to each of the one or more target apparatuses having ^ppmbsiB 
identifiers coneeponding to die one or more events, so that fhe one or more taiget apparatuses 
start executing tlie one or more events sinmltaneousiy 

5. (Pteviously Presented) The time managing apparatus of clafan 1 fbrtfaer 
ccmprisingt 

15 a module identifier stor^ means fi>r stormg module identifiers by ootrelating tfie 

module identifien with at least one of event ^pe in&miation and q>paratus identifieEs* the 
module ideixtifiers bdi^ received hy fhe infbmoaiioii receiving means toge&er mdi flie 
pxcscttibog informatioii, wfaerem 

if the information recdving means recdves at least one of a piece of event type 

20 infbmiation and an iq^paratus identlfi^ log^or with the presettmg infonnafioii» wifliout 
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itccivms a module identifier, the mfonnatton receiving means seai^^es ifae module identifier 
storage means for a module identifier tb^ correlates with the received piece of event type 
infiitmatioa and/or i^aratus identifier, and if the infbmiation lecMvisg means finds such a 
module identifier, the infbnnation receiving means allows the fiiund module identifier to be 
5 selected automatically. 

6, (Pieviousl/ Presented) A time managinB apparatos that manges times olodked 
hy a plurality of tfaner modules in taxget iqpiparstuses ccomected to each other on a netwoik. the 
time managing apparatus comprising: 

a pzwetting infisrmation receiving means ibr receiving fiom outside (a) event start 
1 0 tima infeimntiffl) that indioatss an event start tune at which one or more events should be started 
by one or more target qyparatuses on the netwoik; (b) one or more apparatus identifiers of one or 
mom target s^aratuses among the target apparatuses on the network that should, execute the one 
or more events^ and (c) a piece of management in&Msnation that coneqionds to Che event start 
timeandisuaedtomanageatixneckMkedby alimerniodvd^^ * 
IS a holding means for holding the event start time infisrmation, ^aratus identifier^ 

ffui/f jtim^jk rtf^ mflTiflggfna nt infarmatson logfiivBd hy tho piesetttng infemisdon receiving meaaa; 

the output requesting means for requesting the timer module coiresponding 
to the piece of management infonnation held by the holding means to ou^nit a standard thne; 

a thne receiving means fo^r recervmg tfie standard tmae.fix>m the timer moddei 
20 lequested by file time outt>ut requesting means, to oulput the standard time; 
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a time managmg Tneans fin: managtog the standaid tims» received by Ac thM 
xecdvizifi means, by storing tbe standimi time togeHier with, the piece of management mfimnatioa 
held by the holdfaig means^ in ccMtrespondence with the timer module; 

a presetting infi>nnation transmittmg means for (zansmittiag, the event fitaH time 
5 infonnation and the piece of management infomiation held by &c holding means^ to eacih of ttxe 
i>nft or more target apparatosea that are identified by the one or more qyparatua identifiers held by 
the holding means; 

a standard tbneacqoidtioaiequest receiving means £irieceiv^ time 
acguxsitton reqoest together with a piece of management information firom each of tbe one or 
10 more target apparatuses; 

a standanl time transmitting means for transmittzng^ to eadi of die target 
apparatoses^ a standard time that is identified by the piece of management infbnnation attached 
to the standard time acquisition request received by fiie standard time acquisition request 
teodvmg means; 

IS judging means forjudging whether the event start time is reached; and 

an instracting means fbn when die judging means Judge the event start time is 
reached transmitting triggers to one or more tctr^it apparatus so that the one or more target 
qyparatus start executing the one or more events sinmltanecmsly. 

7. (Previously Aresented) 72ie time managing apparatus of claim 6« wheitin 
20 the presetting information receiving means furtfaer receives event type 

infonnation mdicttting an event tjT^e for each of the one or more evCTts^ 
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die holding nteaos fbrtber holds the event infonoBtioii received by the ptesetting 
itifimnation feceivtog means, and 

the preseumg infbzinaittatt tratifimittbis mesns fiufher trsnsmits the event type 
in&nnation held by Hit holding meanfi. 

5 8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Pievioasly Ftesoxted) The time managing ^»paractus of claim 7 fiufher 
compxiaing: 

a management xn&nnation storage means fibr storing the piece of management 
infotmation leedved by the ptesetting infoimation receiving means, by conelating die piece of 
10 management mfinma&m with at least one of ai^ece of event ^e infiannatlQn and two or more 
, apparatos idenfifiersy wherein 

if the presettmg infinmation receiving means receives at least one of a piece of 
event type infonnsdon and m qjpaiatus identifiar, without receiving maoiagement infiMmatton* 
tiiepreaettixigiztfbmiationieodv^ seaidies tbe xnanagexnent ixifonnation storage means 

15 fi>r a piece of management mfbnnation that correlates with the received piece of event type 
information and/or ^paratus identifier, and if (he presetting information {deceiving means finds 
sudi a piece of nosnagement information, fiw presetting infonnation leceiviqg means allows ttie 
£E>imd piece of manag^neni infbnnation to be selected aostomaticafiy. 
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10. (fwmwly Pkvsented) A txcne twiwgtng appatafw tfiat maasgas tmus clocked 
by a plurality of timer inodules in apparatuses connected to each other on a netwozic, the time 
manflging apparatus comprising: 

a presetting infimnation receiving means fyr receiving fiom outside (a) event start 
5 tiiaeinftrmatioathatmdica^ 

by one or more target apparatuses among the target apparatuses on the network, O) a module 
ideotifier that identifies, as an ott4)ttt souxve of a standard time» one of flie plurality of timer 
modules in ttie target ^aratuses, (o) event type in£>nnatiaa indicating an event type &r each of 
the one or more events^ and (d) &r each events one or more apparatus identifiers of one or more 
' 10 taig^ q^aratnses among the target apparatuses on the network diat should aecnte the one or 
more events; 

a holding means fbr holding the event start time infi)rmati<ni, module identifier* 
event type information* and apparatus identifier recdved by ttie pxesetting information receiving 
means; 

15 a time output requesting means £br requesthig the thner module which is 

identified by the module identifier, held by fiie holding means, to output a standard timc^ 

a time receiving means for receiving the standard time fixHn the timer module; 
a presetting infbmiation transmitttng means fiir transmitting Ae event start time 
tnfixntnation^ event type infbmiation, and standard ttm^ held by the hoIdiiKg means* to each of the 
20 one or more taiget apparatuses identified by the one or more apparatus identifiers held by the 
holding means; 

j udging means fi)r judging whedier the ervcnt start time is readied; and 
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an insducdng meaxis ibr, when tfaie judging means judge the event start time is 
reached tranamitting triggm to one or more taiget q)paratus so diat the one or more target 
BppBratoB start executing the one or more events simaltaneoxzsiy. 

11. (pccvvawfy Freaented) The time managing qiparatua of claim 10 further 
S comprising: 

a module identifier storage means for storing the received modiile identifier by 
oonelatiqg the module identifier with at least one of apiece of enrenttype infiaixnation andtwo or 
more appaxBtus identifiers^ wfaereiii 

if the presetting infbzmation receivmg means receives at least one of a piece of 

10 event type information and an apparatus Identifier, without recdvfaig a module identifier, the 
presetting iofiiimation receiving means searehes fbc module identifier storage means foir a 
module identifier tliat ooxrelates with the received piece of event type infoimation and/or 
ifipaiatua identifier} and if the presetting faifonnafion rocrivfaig means finds such a module 
identifier, the presetting infoimation receiving means allows the found modnle identifier to be 

IS scbeted automatieally. 

12. (Previously Presented) A time mana^ng «syparatu$ that manages thnes clocked 
by a pturelity of timer modules in target tvparatuses connected to each othiec on a netwoxk, tiie 
time ^l«nagi^^g apparatus comprising: 

a designation receiving means for receiving designation by a user of a timer 
20 module uxoimg the pluralily of timer modules m the taxget qiparotuses on Iho netwodi;^ the timer 
module being used as a standard timer module for syndoonization; 

wnM7m«u!im^ 8 
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a tixos requiosting meaaas for leqaesting tfie deagnatied timer module to oui^ut a 

standard time; 

a time recdivmg mem fox Tecri>nng (he standard time ftom the requested timer 

mfidule; 

5 a time transmitting means fbr transmitting recrived standaxd time to ttie other 

timer modules among fixe plurality of timer modules, excluding the timer module that output the 
standard time» msttocting tbe otiser timer modules to gmcTironize times tiieieof witii tiie 
. transmitted standard time^ 

judging means fbr judjpng ^edier an event start ti^ 
10 an instructing means fbr^ wlien die jud^ng means judge die event start time is 

reached transouftm^ triggers to one or more tar]^ appanatus so that the one or more target 
q)pamtus start executing die <»ie or more events simultaneously* 

13. (Previously FresentedQ A time msnaging q>paratu8 that maxiages times docked 
by a plurality of tuner modxiles in target qiparatuses connected to each ottier on anetworic, die 

15 time manag^ apparatus comprising: 

a presetting m&nnation receiving means fbt receiving (a) event start time 
infonnation that iridicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
two or more ^aramses on die netwoilc» (b) apiece of managemeot infimnatton, and (c) wmt 
type information indicatmg an event type fbr each of die one or more ev^s, fiDom a target 

20 ig>paratus amoAg the taxget q^paratuses on the network that vicariously manages standard times 
clodced by die plurality of timer modntes vsSng different pieces of management infonnation 
assigned to the plurality of tim^r modules; 
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a bolding means fbr liolding tibe leceived event stait time infomiationi piece of 
managemenr inAnmation, and event type in&miatxon; 

a time acquiaition request transmitting means fbr transmitting to the laxget 
appaiatns^ wbich manages tte standard times, a time aoqnisHion leqaest "with the received piece 
5 of managemnnt infinmation attached thereto; 

a time receiving means for receiving fiom the taigpt apparatus, which manages 
the standard tfanes, a standard time idenlified by die transmitted piece of management 
infennation among the standard times numaged by the tar^ apparatus; 

a judgmg means fi>r judgmg whether the event start time is reached by con^aring 
10 the received standard time with the event start thne indicated by t^^ 
held by fbe holding means; and 

an executing means fbr starting Co executo an event that is indicated by the event 
type infbmution held by the holdmg means when the judging means judges that the event start 
time is reacibed by transmittmg triggers to one or more target app anAns so that the one or mom 
15 target appamtus start executtrig the one or more events simultaiieousl^^ 

14. (Currently Amende^ A time mm^ng i^jparatus that manages tunos clocked by 
a plurality of timer tnf^^^iTe^ in target apparatuses cozmecoed to each other on a network:, ttic time 
managing apparatus comprising: 

a time clocking means Sat cZoddng a local time for the time managing apparatus 

20 itself; 

a presetting hifiumation receivfng means fixr receiving (a) event start time 
infomation that mdicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
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two or moie taxget apparatuscft on fbe network, (b) event type infinmation tndicatiiig m event 
type fi>r each of the one or more events. &om a target appaiatus among iho target apparatuses on 
the network, flie presetting infonnadon recdving means also continuously receiving a standard 
time fiom a time module among the plurality of timer modules In the target apparatuses; 
S a lime diffoence calcoiating means ibr cakulatrng a time difference between the 

local time recdved fiom the time ^^Tn^Ving means and the standard time received by the 
presetttng mfi^rmation receiving means; 

a holding means fx holding the received event start thne infinrnatfan and type 
informatton and the time difierence thne calculated by the difference calculatit^ means; 

10 a judging irkeans finr oontimiousty Judging whether tfie event start time is reached 

by continuously recdvmg the local time fiom file time clockmg means, acquiring a corrected 
time by correcting Oie received local time using the time difidBtence held by the holding means» 
and coixg>aiing fiie acquired corrected time with the event start time indicated by the event start 
time infbrmation hdd by the boldmg means; and 

15 an executUDg means for startihg to execute an event that is indicated by the event 

1^ mfoans&on held by the holding means when the judgmg meana judges that the event start 
time is reached by tnmsmittingtriggexs to one or mcse target Bpparates ao that the one or more 
target qsparatna start ocecntingfiie one or more events snmiltanBonBly. 

IS. (Cunrently Ammded) A time managmg method fbr a time managing apparatus 
20 that manages times clocked by a plurality of tim^ modules in target apparatuses connected to 
each o&cr on a network, the time manffgfng apparatus comprising 
a recor^ng medinin, 



21 
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the time managti^ method comprMiig: 

a presettmg izi&miation leceiviDg step for reoeiving, fiom the outsidei presetting 
in&xnazAon which contam8» as a pair» (i) cv«nt start time inArmation ttaa t indicates an event s tfirt 
time at which one or more events should be started by one or moie target qjpaiatuses on fbs 
5 netwcnk. and Qi) a module identifier that idesntlfiBs, as an output source of a standard time* one of 
the pluzality of timer modules in the taxg^ ^aratuses» and fluther contains, tar each even^ one 
or more apparatus idmtifiears of one or more target qspazatoses among the target apparatuses on 
the netwodc that should execute tfie event; 

a holding step 6>r holding; in the recording medinmi the presetting infbmiatzon 
10 received by the presetting infiinnBtioa receiving stq^; 

a time reipiesting stqp for requesting a timer modulesi which is identified by the 
module identifier held in the lecoiding medxum^ to transmit a standaid time; 

a time recdving step for receiving tiie standard time^ fiom the timer module 
requested by the time requesting step, to transmit the standard time; 
15 a judgbg step forjudging whetiiei the evait start tme is reached, by conq)anng 

the received standard time with the event start lime indicated by the event start time information 
held in tiie recording meifium; and 

an instancting step responsive to the judging step judgnfi that Ihe event start time 
is reached for identifying the one or more target ap p a iatascs by one or more apparatus identifim 
20 held in the recording medium and inotruoting transmitting triggers to each of the one or more 
target apparatuses to start executing the one or more events simullaneously* 



12 



PA6E14/44'RCVDATSNI20067:44:40PM [Eastern Daylight T^^^^ 



714 427 7799 5/9/2006 4:45 PM PAGE 15/027 Fax Server 

Snell & Wilmer L.L.P. Orange County 



Patent 
42478-6700 

16. O^i^oualy Pteseotod) A time managmg mefhod for a ttxne manage apparatus 
thai manages times clocked by a plurality of tuner modules in target appamtuses connected to 
eadi otiier on a netwod^ tbe time managing comiirifimg a recoFdiz^ medium, the time managing 
mediod comprising: 

S a presettiog infbimation receiving step &r recravmg fiom ootdde (a) efvent start 

time informatiQn that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started 
by two or more target apparatuses anoong flie target qqparatuses on fhie netwoikt (b) one or more 
apparatns identifiers of one or more target apparatuses among the target apparatuses on the 
network diat should execute the one or more events and (c) a piece of management in&nnation 
1 0 fhat coneqiQiids to the event start tone and is used to manage a time clocked by a time module; 

a holding stqi finr holding the event start tnne infbnnatian. epprntm identifiera^ 
and piece of management mfiormatton received by the presetting information receiving step; 

a time output requesting stq^ for requestmg the timer module corresponding to the 
piece of management infinmation to output a standard txm^ 
IS a time receiving step tor racdvmg the standard time fium the timer module 

rixiucsted by the time output requesting step to OT^^ 

a time managmg step fbr trmniiging flie receiyed standard time by storing the 
stored time togadifir m& tiie piece of management informatioru in conestp ondence with the timer 
module; 

20 a presetting information transmitting step for transmitting the event start time 

infigmaticm and the piece of managemeat information to the one or more target apparatuses that 
are identifiBd by the one or more apparatus identifiers hdd in tte recordisig medium; 

cuTMnMBoauiawvma 13 
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a stftoddzd time $cqvddtion request leceiviRg step fi»r zeoeivmg a standard time 
acquisition zieqaest together with a piece of management uifoimBtion from each of the one or 
more target apparatuBes; 

a standard time transmitting step for tmnamitticg to eacfta of the target apparatuses 
a standard time that is identified by the piece of management hifbnnation attached to ttke 
standard time acquisition request received liy the standard time acqidsition request receiving 
atq); 

ajudging step for judging ^vhen an event start time is reached; and 
an instructing step for when tlie judging step judge the event start time is reached 
transmitting tri ggars to one or moxo target apparatus so that die one or more target apparatus start 
executuoQ^ the one or inore events axnultaneo^^ 

17. (Previously Presented A time managing mediod for a time managiixg apparatus 
that manages times clocked by a phirality of txmer modules in appara t n aea connected to each 
other on a tietwud:; the time manager pantos including a recording medium, the time 
IS nianaging micdiod oomprisuig the stqps! 

a presetting information receiving step for leceivix^ from outside (a) event start 
time informatian that indicates an event start Ihne at which, one oi more events should be started 
by cme or more target ^aratuses among die taig^ apparatuses on the netwoxk, (b) a module 
identifier that identifies, as an output souices of a standard time, of a toner module among the 
20 plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses on the netwozic* (c) event type information 
indicatixq; an event type for each of the one or more events, and (d) one or more sppmtaa 
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idttotifiacd of one or more terget appatutuses among the target apperatuseB on the n^odc fliat 
ahouM execixtd &e one or more eveots; 

a holding $tep fi>r holding^ in die recording medium* ttie event start time 
mtomation, module identifiers, event type infimnatian, and ^paiatus identifiers iteeived by the 
S presetting in&rmatian receiving sbcp; 

a time output requesting step for requesting the timer module which is identified 
hyflie module ideptifiq: held in the recording medium to output a atandatd time; 

a time receiving step fior receiving die atandazd time fiom tiie timer module 
requested by the time ou^t requeating atep to output the standard time; 
10 a presetting infonnation transmitting Hfep far transmitting the event start time 

infocmationp evieot type infbxmation. and standoid time, to each of Qie one ot more target 
qsparatusea identified by Ihe one or more appsratoa idecrtifiets held in the recording medium; 

a judging step for judging whetiier the event start time is reached; and 

an instcucdttg stq> fbr» ^vhen Ifae judging Bbsp judges the eveat start time is 
15 reached transmitting triggers to one or more target qpparatus so that the one or more target 
apparatus start executing fiie one or more events aimuha^ 

IS. (Previously Presented) A time msnaging metiiod for a time managing apparatus 
that manages times dodied a phiraiily of timer modnlea in apparataaes cmrnftttftd to each 
otiier on a netwoik, the time managing method comprtsmgr 
20 a designation receiving step for receiving desig n ation by a user of a timer module 

among the plurality of timer modules in die target apparatuses on ttie netwoi3c« (he timer module 
bdrfg used as a standard timer module for syndbronization^ 

4M7a.<?oovaiC!BiuRvuwoa 23 
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a time requesting step &r requeatiiig t&e deaigoated timer module to output a 

staiidard time; 

a time teoeMng step fat teceiving the atandanl time fiom the lequestied timer 

module 

S a time transmittrng step fbr transmitting Ibe received standard time to ti^e other 

timer modules among tfae plmality of timer modules excluding the tim^ module fbat ou^ut the 
standard time^ instraoting the otilier timer modutes to synchromzB times fteieof widi tise 
transmitted standajd ttme^ 

ajodgingmesnsfisrjudging whether the evextt start time ^ and 
10 an instrttcting step fbr» when (he judging step judges the ev^t start time is 

jfeached tzansmitting triggeca to one or more target apparatus so that the one or more target 
apparatus start executing the one or more evoota atmnttaneously. 

19» (Previously Preaente^ A time mmagiTig mefiiod for a time managing ^aratus 
tbat manages times clocked by a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses comiected to 
15 eju:hotheronanetv/DrIc, 

the time managbg apparatus comprising: 

a recording medium^ and 

the time mani^g mediod compristng: 

a presettitig infiinnation receiving step fbr leoeiving (a) event start thne 
20 information that indicates an ev^ start time at which one or more events should be started by 
two or more taiget apparatuses on the netwoiKi (b) a piece of managameooi infoimalioii, and (c) 
event ^pt ifkfonnatism mdicatmg an event 
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q>paratufl among fbe target q>paratuse8 on the netwoifc that vioarioualy managDS the standard 
times clocked by the phuality of timer modules using di£Kxent pieces of management 
infixmation aaaigned to the plnraUty of timer modules; 

a holdmg step fiir hotdingy in recording medium, die event start time 
5 in&wmationy piece of management infi>m(iation» and event t;ype infomiation received by the 
presettnig infonnation rsceiving step; 

a time acqulaftion request tranaraitdng atap fin tranfiTiiitttng> to the target 
9ppmita$ that manages the standani times^ a thne acquisition requASt with the nsceived piece of 
management infimnation attached tiiereto; 
10 a time reoeivrng step for recriving fiom the appatatus!, which manages fhe 

standard times, a standard time identified by tlie transmittad piece of management infbnnation; 

a judging step for judging wtiether the event start time received in tbo tune 
xeceiving step is reached by comparing flie received standard tune with die event start time 
indicated by the event start thne information; and 
1$ . ' an executing st^ for starting to execute an event that is indicated by the event 

type information when the judgmg step judges that the event start time is reached by transmittiiiig 
tdggna to one or more taiget apparatus so that the one or more target ^paratus start executmg 
the one or more events simultaneously. 

20. (Previously Fresented) A tune managmg method for a tune managing apparatus 
20 that manages times clocked by a plurality of timer modules in target apparaftases connected to 
each other on a netwotk, the thne mana^ng qqp^ratus including a recording medium and 
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a time clocldng means to clocking a local time for tbe tune managing apparatus 

itBelf, 

010 time managing niediod Gomprisixig: 

a presetting infinmation recdving step £br receiving (a) event start time 
S information -Oiat indicates m event start time at whick one or more eveirts dundd be started by 
two or more tazgrt apparatuses on the netwO(d£» (b) event type information Indicating an evoit 
type for each of the one or mort events^ fixim a target apparatus among the target apparatuses on 
the networlc, the presetting information receiving step also continuously receiving a standard 
time fiom a time modnle among the phnality of timer modules in the target apparatuses on the 
10 network; . 

a time difierence calculating stop for calculating a time difbrence between die 
local tune received jfix>m the time clocldng means and the standard time received by the 
presettmg information receiving gtqi; 

a hoTI<*itig step for holding in tbs receiving mftrfiimi^ tlie event start time 
15 infonnatian and type information icedvod in the pircsetting infonnation receiving step and the 
tux» di£G9rBnce calculated by the difference calculating step; 

a judging step for contmuoudy judgmg whether the event start time ia reached by 
receiving foe local time ftom foe time clocldng stcp^ acqniring a oarrected time by cormeoting the 
received local tiine nsiiig foe time difEbrenee hdd in the recor^^ 
20 acquired corrected time wifo the event start time indicated by foe event start time information; 
and 

an executfog step for starting to execute an event that is indicated by the event 
type information held in the reccmUng medium when the judging step judges that foe event start 
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time is reached by ttaafimitting triggers to one or more target apparatus so tfast the one or more 
taigeit apparatus start executing the one or znoie events simultaneously. 

21-25. (Cancened) 

27. (Currently Amended) An apparatus compiifiing a machine readable medfum 
5 contaming ixistnictions which, when executed by a machine^ cause the mnnhiTin to perform 
openrtions comprising; 

receiving presetting information, which 'Contams» as a pair» (0 event start time 
infi)raiation tliat indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
two or more apparatuses on the netwotk and (u) a module identifier of die timer module and ibr 
1 0 each event; an apparatus identifier of an apparatus Oat should execute flie even^ fmn outside; 
holding the presetting infoiination receiyed; 

requesting a timer module^ which is identified by the module idratifia beii^ held 
to ttansmit a standard titne; 

receiving the standard time from the timer module requested to transmit tiie 

15 standard tune; 

judging whether the event start time is reached, by comparing the standard time 
xeoaved wi&tbe event start time indicated by the event start time bifimnation; and 

responsive to tiie judghig step Judging that the event start time Is reached, 
identi^nng the two or more q^aratuses by apparatus identifiers b^g held and infltnioting 
20 transmittmf trigycry to the two or more a|»paratuses to start executing the one or more events 
simtdtaneouBly. 
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28, (Cuimtly Axuflnded) An apparatus comprising a macfaine readable medium 
ooiitiybaiiig instracdons when executed by a maobme» cause the madiine to perfoxm 

opetatioiis comprismg; 

FoorivizLg fiom outside (ft) eveixt start ttme infomoatioiL Ibat indicates an event start 
5 time at'wfaidi one ormore events shonldbc started by two ormorc apparaluses on the network, 
(b) q:paratU8 identifiers of qiparatases diat should execute the one or more events, and (c) a 
piece of management informatzon that corresponds to die event start time and is used to msdage 
a time clocked by a timer module 

holding the event start time infbrmalioni i^aratus idendfiers, and piece of 
10 management infaxmatLcn received; 

requesting the taner module oonesponding to tfao piece of managjement 
ihfiizniatioa being held; 

receiving the standard time fiom the timer module requested to ou^ut the 

standaid timei 

15 man^^fl^'tig the standard time received by stonng the standard time together with 

the piece of management infbnnadon being hehJ, in correspondence with die timer module; 

transmitting flie event start time information and the piece of management 
informafton bring heid to the apparatnaea fhat are identified by the qn^aratoa identifion bemg 
held; 

20 receiving a standard time acquisition request together with a piece of management 

injoxmadon ftom eac^ of the apparatnaea; 

transmittuig, to each of the apparatuses a standard time Oat is identified by the 
piece of management ii:iformfltion attadied to the standard time acquisition lequest; 

4i47Bjmmiamy^7¥» 20 
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jiidgmg ^beiher the eveixt stiot tm 

trifiwrs one or more taig^ apparatus so tbst tfae one or more target cvparatus start executing the 
one or moxo cvcuts airrndtaQCOQaly* 

5 29. (Previously Presented) An apparatus cozzqiriBing a macfaizie readable meditan 

Gozdaiiung instcuctiotu which, when executed by a machine^ cause ttie machino to perform 
opecationa ooirrprifring: 

leoehring fiom outside (a) event start time infmnatton 'Siat indicates an event start 
time at which one or more events should be started by two or more apparatuses on the network, 
10 (b) a module identifier of a tuner module^ (c) event type faifimnation indicating an event type 
each of die one or more events, and (d) apparatoa idradfiers of q>paratuses tfua Should execute 
the one or mcxre events; 

holding &e event start time infoimadon* module identlfieri event type 
infbnziation» and apparatus identiiSw received; 
IS requesting the timer module^ which is identified by the module identifier being 

held to ou^ a standard time; 

receiving ^ standard time fiom tlie timer module; 

transmitting the event start time infermalira, event type information, and standazd 
time beiz^held to the apparatuses identified by the agyparatua identifiers beong held; 
20 judgisig whether the event Start time is reached; arid 
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fa insCructing, when event start time is rsached, traosmitting triggers to two or 
more taiget apparatus so that ttie two or more target qiparataa start executtng the two or more 
events simTzltaneousIy. 

30. (ftevxously Preseoted) An apparatus compEiaing a maehine readable medium 
5 containing instroctions ^vfaich^ when execated by a machint^ cause the machine to perfiotm 
opetattons compip ^"^g* 

z^dving designation by a user of a timer module among a placality of timer- 
modoles^ of the timer modnle .to be used as a standard timer module for synchroniTatiQn to 
enable a detemnnation of an event start time at vAAA one or more mmSE^ should be started by 
10 two or more target apparatuses on a nefwozic; 

lequesttng the designated timer module to ou^ut a standard time; 
TBceiviiig the standard time fiom the requested timer module; 
transmitting tiie received standard time to fiie otiier timer modules amoog Ihe 
plurality of timw modules excluding the ihncx* modnle ttiat output the staadard time, and 
15 instructing the ofber timer modules to syachromze times thereof with flie transmitted standard 
time; 

judgmg whetiier the event start time is reaehed; and 

instmctmg; when Hie judging step judges the event start time is reached^ a 
transmission of trigger instructions to two or more targot apparatus so that the two or more taiget 
20 apparatus start executing the two or more events simultaneously. 
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3L (Qureiitly Amended) An epparatus comprising a machine readable medium 
PQTrtflinmg infltmcttona wMch» Mvhcn executed by a machine^ canso die madmic to perfbnn 
opcdrations compiising: 

reeeiviag (a) event start tbne infomadoa that indicatca an event start time at 
S whiciL one or mnre events should be started by two or more apparatuses on the network, (b) a 
piece of management infaimation> and (c) event type Infimnatidn indicatiz:^ an event type for 
eadi of the rae or more events, fiom an i^sparatus fliat \icaiiou8ly manages the tnnes ciodcedby 
the plurality of timer modules using dlfitemt pieces of management m&rmation assigned to the 
phnality of timer modules; 
10 holding the receLved event start time information, piece of management 

in^snnatioo, and event ^pe in&imation; 

transmitting a time acquisition request with the received piece of management 
infiumation atta^ched thereto; 

zeedvnig a standard time identified by ttie transmitted piece of managoneat 

IS infbnnetian; 

judging whctiicc the event start time is reached by comparing (he received 
standard lime with flie event start time indicated by the event start time in&nxkation being held; 

staztmg to execute an event Ibat is mdicated by the event type infiymiadon being 
20 held when tlie judging means judges (hat tiie event start time is reached bv tranamitting triggers 
so that the two or more tazget qiparatua that are to exocuto the went start executing the events 
simultaneously. 
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32. (CuzTBQtly Amended) An apparotvu comprisixig a machine readable medium 
ooxitaimxtg instroctions ivhich^ when eKecated by a machine^ cause &e machine to perfeim 
operations compriBmg; 

clocking a local time &r tfie time manning apparatus; 
S receiving (a) event staxt tune intomation (hat indicates an event start time at 

which one or mote events should be atatted by two or more apparatuses on thenetworic, (b) event 
type j pfiy rmfltioii indicfltiiig m event type for each of the one or more evCfilS, fimn an apparatns 
on the network, the presetting information receiving means also continuously receiving a 
standard time fixnn a time module; 
10 ^*ft to y1 fttlt*S ft Alfifarancft hatwcfin the local time and fee standard time; 

holding the received event start time infimnadon and event type information and 
the calculated time difierence time; 

oontinuoDsly judging whether the event statt thne is reached by continuously 
receiving the local time» acquiring a corrected tune by correcting the received local time using 
IS ttie time dififeienoe being held» and comparing the acquired corrected time the event start 
time indicated \[y the event start time information being held; and starting to execute an event 
thai is indicated by the event type information being held when it has been judged that die event 
start time is reached; and 

starting to execute an event ^BaaX is indicated by tiie event type faifonnation being 
20 held when the judging determines the evmt start time is reached by transmitting tripgers so tiiat 
Che two or more apparatus tiiat are to execute the event start executing tlie events simultaneously. 
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WEMARKS 



la response to a phone call fiom Exaxniner Bengzon, applicant lias ilirther amended the 
above daims id utilize ttie teminology 'Aggers,"* for esample, as set fbrtfa on Page 4 of the 
pxesent apecificatioii wherdn when an event start time has been Judgied to have been readied, 
instructions are sent to the qyparatus to start executing. 

It is believed that the case is now in condition for allowance and an early notification of 
the same is requested. 

I hereby certify that this coirespondence is being Very truly yours, 
transmitted via &csimile to die USFTO at 

571-273-8300 onMay 9, 2006. SMKLL & WILMERLl^P. 

By: Sharon Pamus y — ^>0/ / >^ 




Dated: May 9. 2006 



Sisnatnte 



'RegiBtrationKo. 25,124 
600 Anton Boulevttcd, Suite 1400 
CosUMesa, CaUfonda 92626-7689 
Telephone: (714)427-7420 
Facsimile: (714)427-7799 
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